
 

Buprenorphine Induction Flow Chart [ROUTINE]

Abbreviations: COWS=Clinical Opiate Withdrawal Scale; TDD=Total Daily Dose; NTX=Naltrexone

[2]
COWS ASSESSMENT

Assess COWS at least 30 minutes 
prior to first buprenorphine dose.

Is COWS ≥ 8?

Yes

[3]
FIRST BUPRENORPHINE DOSE

Administer buprenorphine 2 mg for 
opioid withdrawal symptoms.

[5]
BUPRENORPHINE DOSE

Administer additional dose of 
buprenorphine 2 mg for opioid 

withdrawal symptoms and 
REPEAT STEP 4.

ADJUNCTIVE MEDS AND 
CONTINUE MONITORING

Confirm adjunctive medications are 
ordered and PRNs available if 

needed.

No

Yes

Is at least one of the clinical scenarios 
below applicable at this time?
☐ Urine toxicology positive for fentanyl
☐ High clinical suspicion that other high 
potency synthetic opioids in supply

[4]
REASSESS COWS 

Reassess COWS 1 hour after 
buprenorphine dose.

Is COWS ≥ 7?

No

Yes

1hr

Is at least one of the clinical scenarios 
below applicable at this time?
☐ Low severity opiate use and patient 
unlikely to have moderate to severe opioid 
withdrawal symptoms
☐ Last opioid use > 48 hours ago and no 
opioid withdrawal symptoms

CONTINUE MONITORING
Continue monitoring and 

REPEAT STEP 2.

No

Has the patient been on 
the unit for > 24 hours?

Yes No

Yes No

SKIP BUPRENORPHINE 
INDUCTION, COMPLETE 

WASHOUT

GO TO BUPRENORPHINE INDUCTION 
PROTOCOL FOR NO OPIOID 

WITHDRAWAL SYMPTOMS WITHIN 24-
48 HOURS.

[1]
ADJUNCTIVE MEDS

Confirm adjunctive medications are 
ordered (i.e., clonidine 0.2mg q4h, 

clonazepam 1mg q6h, etc.)

GO TO BUPRENORPHINE INDUCTION 
PROTOCOL FOR NO OPIOID 

WITHDRAWAL SYMPTOMS WITHIN 24-
48 HOURS.


